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BBQ & Bluegrass at Wildwood  

 Join us on Saturday, May 11 from 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. for an evening of BBQ 
chicken, bluegrass music, and family fun 
at Wildwood Park!  The festivities kick 
off at 4:00 p.m. with a BBQ chicken 
contest.  (Some of the contestants will have their BBQ chicken 
for sale.)  Promptly at 4:30 p.m., judges will begin their taste-
testing to determine the contest winners, with the top scoring 
BBQ chicken announced shortly thereafter.   

 From 5:00 until 7:00 p.m. Gallatin Canyon will perform 
bluegrass music on the peninsula.  Bring your lawn chairs and 
blankets and enjoy singing along to your bluegrass favorites, 
and a BBQ chicken picnic along the river!   

 Parking will not be available at Wildwood Park beginning 
at 2:00 p.m.  A shuttle bus will run from the Bridgewater 
Community Center to Wildwood Park throughout the 
afternoon and early evening. 
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Light Bridge Work Begins 

 You might have noticed in our budget guide 
a $15,000 line item for the ―Light Bridge 
Network.‖  Light Bridge is a fiber optic network 
that we will begin installing this summer.  We 
will begin by connecting the Bridgewater 
Community Center to Sipe Center.  This will 
create a direct connection from Sipe Center to 
our office network, allowing us to connect the 
two facilities, share data, communications, and 
security equipment. 

 Ultimately, we hope to connect additional 
Town facilities to Light Bridge, including 
Generations Park and Oakdale Park.  Again, 
Light Bridge will allow us to share computer and 
network utilities across our various Town 
facilities.   

 We plan to install Light Bridge to Sipe 
Center early this summer, and will also add Light 
Bridge while we’re undergrounding utilities on 
Main Street between Mt. Crawford Avenue and 
Green Street.   

Yard Sale Day - Saturday, June 1 

 To have your yard sale address listed in the Daily News-Record, the Town’s website and Facebook page, please 
call B-Connected at 908-4212 or e-mail the yard sale address to yardsaleday@bridgewater.town.  

The last day to submit your address for publication is Tuesday, May 28. 

Enjoy BBQ chicken at 4:00 p.m. followed by  

Gallatin Canyon at 5:00 p.m. 
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Check out these fun event nights throughout May! 

Touch a Truck at  
Gen Park 

 Join us for our ―Touch a Truck‖ event 
on Saturday, May 18th from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. at Generations Park.  The event 
will offer children a hands-on opportunity 
to explore all sorts of working vehicles and 
equipment from local construction 
companies, fire, rescue and police 
departments and to meet the people who build, protect, and serve the 
Bridgewater community.  This is a FREE event. 

Special Events at Mini-Golf 

 Join us at Bridgewater Mini-Golf for Friday theme nights!  Come out on these Fridays for 

 Disco Night on May 10 

 Safari Night on May 17 

 There will be music and giveaways.  Wear a theme-
appropriate costume and get FREE ice cream!   

 We will also have special golf nights for the following: 

 May 3, 4, and 5:  Nurse & Teacher Appreciation 
weekend - all nurses and teachers golf free. 

 May 12:  Mother’s Day - Moms golf free. 

 May 24, 25, and 26:  Memorial Day weekend - military 
veterans golf free. 

Check our website and Facebook for more info about our 
theme nights!   

Exercise Stations at 
Bridgeview Park 

 Come out to 
Bridgeview Park to 
learn some new 
exercise and workout 
routines.  These 
classes will provide a 
workout tailored to 
the different stations 
at Bridgeview Park.  
There are three 
different class options 
tailored to different 
ability levels.  Classes 

will be offered on May 15 (beginner), 22 
(intermediate), and 29 (advanced) from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. and all are FREE.  Come 
ready to work out!   

Zumba at Gen Park 

 Join us at 
Generations Park for a 
beginners Zumba class.  
Enjoy dancing through a 
great cardio workout.  
This class is FREE and 
open to anyone in the 

community!  Classes will be held on May 
7, 14, 21, and 28 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
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Reserves 

Historically, Bridgewater maintained a very modest 
level of reserves.  The thinking was that any extra cash 
after we paid our operating expenses should go into 
your bank account, not ours.  The theory is valid, of 
course, but it doesn’t play out well in the modern 
economy.  Unexpected expenses arise, as do unexpected 
opportunities.  Although the Town has relatively little 
debt, we don’t want to borrow funds for 
emergencies.  Nor do we think that you would be happy 
with special taxes for unplanned expenditures. 

Accordingly, Council will be considering a ―fund 
balance‖ policy which would begin a process of creating 
reserves equal to 20% of our annual expenditures.  Of 
those reserves, one-third would be ―tactical,‖ and could 
be used for emergencies or special opportunities.  Two-
thirds would be ―strategic‖ and reserved for 
emergencies only.  All of the reserves would be 
physically and legally sequestered from other funds and 
could not be spent without express Council approval. 

Obviously, we have always added to reserves when 
we are able, but the new policy is different in that it 
would be both structured and mandatory.  Once fully in 
effect, our sales tax revenue would automatically flow to 
reserves until our fund balance equals 20% of our 
expenditures.  One of the objectives behind everything 
we do here is turning over a better town to our children, 
and their children.  Preparing future councils for the 
unexpected is a large part of that vision. 

All that being said, we do have some huge 
infrastructure projects set for FY20.   We simply cannot 
start an aggressive savings program in the same year we 
are aggressively finishing those expensive projects.  To 
smooth out the budget, we plan to implement the fund-
balance policy in stages.  In FY20, 20% of sales tax 
revenues will flow to reserves.  Then, in FY21, 40% will 
be diverted to fund balance, and the percentage diverted 
will increase until eventually all of our sales tax revenues 
will be used to build reserves. 

(Adapted from the FY20 Budget Guide.) 

“One of the objectives...is turning over a     
better town to our children, and their 

children.  Preparing future councils for the 
unexpected is a large part of that vision.” 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

Got a Question?  Call B-Connected - 908-4212 

Bridgewater Summer Camp 

 Registration is still open for Bridgewater Summer 
Camp!  Activities will include building a birdhouse, 
making homemade ice cream, building and racing 
wooden cars, creating a dreamcatcher, and making 
slime!  The camp will be held on July 22-26 from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (rain date is Friday, July 26).  
Activities will take place at Oakdale Park, Harrison 
Park & the Doug Will Tennis Center, Wildwood Park, 
and Sandy Bottom Park & Mini-Golf Course.   

 The camp is open to all 
children from ages 5 to 11.  
The registration fee is $100 
per child for residents of 
the Town of Bridgewater.  
Non-residents can register 
for $125. 

 Space is limited—
registration and payment for summer camp must be 
completed by June 1 and submitted to the front desk 
of the Bridgewater Community Center or online 
through the Town’s Community Pass website.  (For 
credit card payments, please register online through 
Community Pass.) 

 To learn more, please visit bridgewater.town under 
Attractions - Summer Camp.   

Mini-Golf, Par-3 Hours 

 Mini-Golf and Par-3 are now open.  While Par-3 
will be open from 6 a.m. to dark daily, Mini-Golf will 
be open for limited hours during the spring: 
 

Mini-Golf Hours: 

  Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 

  Noon to 10 p.m. 

  Non-Town residents:   $5 
 

Par-3 Hours: 

  Daily 6 a.m. to Dark  

  Non-Town residents:  $5 
 

 Town residents play Par-3 and Mini-Golf for free 
with a B-Rec card.  Residents may obtain a free B-Rec 
card at the Bridgewater Community Center  Monday–
Friday.  Mini-Golf will be open seven days a week 
beginning Memorial Day weekend.    
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Municipal Calendar 

May 14 .................... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

May 27................. Memorial Day (Town offices closed) 

May Events Around Town 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting               
6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater 
Retirement Community.  

Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 p.m. (First Monday of 
the month.) Meeting at Bridgewater UMC Fellowship Hall. 

Congressman Ben Cline – 11:30 a.m. Open Door Meeting 
(First Tuesday of the month.) A representative will appear at 
the Bridgewater Community Center.  For info call 885-3861. 

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.)  5:00-6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesdays at Bridgewater Presbyterian Church.            
Contact Cindy Bolin at (540) 820-3253. 

Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.    
NEW days and hours - Fridays and Saturdays, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  Visit bridgewatervahistmuseum.org for more info. 

May 13: Bridgewater Family & Community Educators - 
7 p.m.  Contact Betsy Glendye at 820-6971. 

May 14:  Memory Café - 2 p.m.  By Alzheimer’s Assoc., 
Bridgewater Presbyterian Church (back entrance), 110 E. 
College St.  Contact Lauren Blackshaw at (434) 270-0692. 

May 15: V.F.W. Post 8644 - Auxiliary 7:00 p.m. and 
Veterans 7:30 p.m.  Both meetings held at the Post home 
on Dry River Road.  Contact adjpost8644@vfwva.org. 

Submit upcoming events by the 15th of the month to 
events@bridgewater.town  
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Follow Up:  Main Street Paving 

 If you’ve driven on Main Street lately, you’ve noticed 
that the driving surface is less than ideal.  Recent utility 
relocation work in front of Marshalls is the culprit.  We 
have reached out to Columbia Gas and they are working to 
repair and patch that stretch of 
Main Street.  However, there will 
be other work along Main Street 
this summer and fall that will 
require tearing up portions of 
Main Street.   

 Ultimately, we will be left with 
a much improved Main Street.  A 
stop light at Dylan Circle-Old River Road.  Utilities 
underground from Mt. Crawford Avenue to Green Street.  
Improved crosswalks at Main Street intersections.  And, a 
freshly paved Main Street that will be #smoothasglass2020.   

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Upcoming Events 

May 11 .................. BBQ & Bluegrass at Wildwood Park 

June 1  .......................................... Community Yard Sale  

#smoothasglass2020 


